
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



I 4 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY [Vol. XXII 

to the Government and citizens of the United States." No exclusive 
privilege was stipulated , intended or given , unless perhaps in respect of 
belligerent uses. Following up this error, the author not unnaturally 
represents the provision in Hise's unratified treaty for the exclusive 
construction of a Nicaragua canal by the United States or its citizens 
as having been based on the precedent of 1846 (p. 58). His account 
of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty is decidedly unfavorable to that instru- 
ment. As an advocate of American control of the canal, he condemns 
the principle of that treaty ; but, unlike Keasbey, who also advocated 
American control, he fails to appreciate the good results which the 
treaty was made to accomplish. The Clayton-Bulwer treaty is, like 
other public instruments, to be judged not merely by the text, but by 
the circumstances of its origin and its ultimate effects. The same 
thing may be said of Great Britain's Central American treaties of i860. 
The author's view of them is more unfavorable than the history of the 
transaction warrants. 

J. B. Moore. 

The Purchase of Florida : Its History and Diplomacy. By 
Hubert Bruce Fuller. Cleveland, The Burrows Brothers Com- 
pany, 1906. — 399 pp. and maps. 

In a volume of more than three hundred pages of text and several 
more of documents Mr. Fuller has told the story of how the United 
States rounded out her natural boundary on the southeast. In order to 
make clear the story of the purchase, the author has thought it neces- 
sary to begin at the beginning ; he therefore gives a summary of Florida 
history from the discovery to our treaty of peace with England, in which 
were sown the seeds of a dispute with Spain. The story of that dispute 
is then taken up, and the details of our troubles with Spain and England 
over Florida are given in extenso from 1783 until the final acquisition of 
the territory in 182 1. 

The book shows evidence of pretty thorough research ; but it ought 
not to be necessary, at this late day, to remind an investigator that the 
historian — and this volume will appeal to the historian rather than to 
the general reader — demands foot-note references to sources and author- 
ities. Such references are too sparingly given. In some cases they are 
lacking where they are particularly desirable. For example, Mr. Fuller 
passes over the vexed question of the northern boundary of Florida by 
stating that it was moved up to 32 28' in 1767 by the commission of 
Governor Elliott. He gives no authority for this statement, but prob- 
ably bases it on a number of commissions mentioned in the American 
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State Papers. These were collated by our representative in England, 
when we were engaged in a dispute over the boundary , but the list itself 
raises a doubt as to its completeness. The change of boundary ap- 
pears to have been first made in the commission to Governor Johnstone , 
dated June 6, 1764. 1 This was done in response to a petition of the 
Board of Trade.* 

The career of Andrew Jackson in Florida is given in detail and with- 
out palliation. Here, however, the reader may be pardoned for inquir- 
ing whether the author has simply followed Sumner's account in his bio- 
graphy of Jackson or has drawn his material from the same sources as 
those used by Sumner. The close resemblance between some of their 
sentences leaves a presumption in favor of the former supposition. Let 
the reader compare pages 246 and 251 of Fuller with pages 71 and 74 
of Sumner and draw his own conclusion. Neither gives any authority 
for the statement that diplomatic negotiations were necessary to set 
aside Arbuthnot's interpretation of the treaty of Ghent, nor has the pres- 
ent writer been able to find any. He does not deny that such 
authority exists, but all the evidence he has found indicates that the 
negotiations never went beyond oral communications, which revealed 
the fact that the British government put no construction on the 
treaty different from our own. 3 

It can hardly be very pleasant for an author to find that the publish- 
ers have inserted a catalogue of their publications in the back of his 
book, even though they range in variety from a Boone Bibliography to 
the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. 

David Y. Thomas. 

University of Florida. 

A Political History of the State of New York. By De Alva 
Stanwood Alexander. New York, Henry Holt and Company, 
1906. Two volumes : viii, 405 ; iv, 444 pp. 

Oliver Wolcott, a member of Washington's cabinet, once declared 
that New York politics was a labyrinth of wheels within wheels, under- 
stood only by the managers ; and long afterward Horace Greeley felt 
lost among the "zig-zag wavering lines and uncouth political designa- 
tions " of his time. Even to-day the ways of many of our distinguished 
politicians are not entirely clear to the most astute observer of public 

'See Commons Journal, vol. 39, p. 174. 

2 See Public Domain, 108; American State Papers, Public Lands, I, 57, 67. 

3 Foreign Relations, IV, 552 et seq. 



